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INTRODUCTION 
I wrote this book because... 

I like you,” the man said to her. “You’re tall, you look and act smart…I like tall, smart people. I want to take care of 

you.” 

“Someone else is already doing that,” she said even as she dipped her hands in the back pocket of her jeans and audibly 

let out a sigh of relief when she felt the familiar texture of the money that represented all she had. The car looked as 

sleek as the cheeks of a new born, the smell of leather – new leather – wafted towards her nostrils from its interior and 

she concluded the car must be a recent acquisition.  

“I’ll call you this night,” he repeated again, this time more forcefully than before. 

“Someone else is already doing that plus you don’t have my number,” she replied with a touch of sarcasm. 

He gave her an appraising look, from the crown of her head down to the chipped nails of her toes and let out a whistle. 

She felt naked. 

“Really?” he said, as he unexpectedly whisked her phone out of her hand. Beep….beep…blip, the sound of him punching 

in his digits assaulted her ears. He tossed her back the phone and started to walk around to the driver side of the car 

and then on a second thought, halted his receding footsteps, gave her the head to toe look again and said, “Go back 

and tell whoever has been taking care of you that I can do a better job.” 

As she looked at the diminishing tail lights, it struck her that she had no money, was about to have a dinner of akara 

and pure (sachet) water and heaven thought this was the perfect time to send an aristo her way. 

Wawu…to the saints, angels and Telenovela God was using her to act. 

She began to dial a friend’s number and then realizing she had no airtime, she switched on her data, and began typing 

a message on WhatsApp. 

“So, I met this Aristo today, he says to tell whoever has been taking care of me that he can do a better job. I have fifty-

five naira in my purse, about to go eat akara and drink water. Oga Deevee is tempting me. Jehovah is watching…like 

He does not know I am flat broke and I need money like a fish needs water.” 

She sent another message to someone else, “Where are you nau and how much do you have? Let’s go and eat. I met an 

Aristo today…I’ll gist you.” 

Soon her friend arrived and as they walked towards the makeshift shed that housed the akara seller, he asked if she 

was going to pick “potential” sugar daddy’s call. 

“No,” she said. “I think it’s a test. Why would an Aristo simply appear and offer to be Elshadddai in my life?” 

“We are yet to start our project lab work and we don’t even have money for feeding. Wetin man go do? You see this 

being broke thing ba, we have to find a way out once and for all. We are in final year for the love of akara and 

bread…we need God for real now more than ever.” 

The phone in her pocket vibrated - a message. She pulled it out and proceeded to read the message. 

“Ayo,” she said. 

“What now? If it is not alert, let’s go and just drink water and sleep.” 



“Someone just sent me 20k. I don’t even know who.” 

“Aye mi oooooh! You have passed the test, “he shouted. 

Friday, they went to church and as the preacher wielded the mic like a weapon and mercilessly spoke about pain, 

challenges, competence, mental development, diligence, excellence and the “gifts of a man that makes room for 

him and bring him before kings,” she finally broke down. It was time to be serious with life…with a CGPA that was not 

about to see the light at the end of the tunnel, a course of study in the University that was light years apart from her 

intrinsic abilities, God had to go from being a concept to a miracle worker. It was her moment of truth. There was no 

boyfriend, uncle or Godfather anywhere. The closest to those was a lecturer who served as her guardian in the 

university and she knew sooner or later, she was going to have to fend for herself. 

“Daddy, do you know an Aristo wanted to do your job today? He said to tell you he can do a better job than You have. I 

mean, I don’t know about You but I think that is a dent right there on Your integrity but it’s not my business. Just make 

a way for me out of this mess…Chemistry, writing, an extra year in the university, zero financial intelligence, 

depression, anger and frustration. Bless me, for thy namesake.” She was praying and choking on the tears that had 

messed up her cheap makeup. 

Aristo never called, he was not supposed to anyway. He simply was a pawn in the scheme of things. Perhaps, God had 

said to another, “Have you considered my servant…?” And one had replied, “Let’s send an Aristo her way nau…” 

Whatever it was, aristo made a mistake when he sent her back to the one who had been her help and the health of her 

countenance with a message. WHEN YOU PUT PRESSURE ON GOD’S INTEGRITY, HE MOVES. Three weeks later, she 

got a call from the Netherlands…she submitted tons of articles she had written when nothing made sense.  Writing had 

come to stay. 

So why did I write this book? 

To be honest, it started as a Facebook post. I wanted to compile a list of 50 answers to the question “Tell me one 

profound lesson you learnt in 2017 that will be relevant in 2018.” After some few hours, I realized the feedback was 

overwhelming and every single person had something profound he or she had learnt. 

At the same time, I realized that a lot of people – my friends especially – had  beaten all odds this year and were not 

only growing their finances but also helping other young people discover purpose, find balance and make 

something meaningful out of their lives. From my mentors and spiritual leaders at (The Godlife Assembly and 

Koinonia {Eternity Network International}) to Business Systems expert and Architect, Michael Audu who once said 

to me, “You cannot force people to be interested in their lives…the best you can do is offer million dollar 

advice”, to “my very good friend” who has taught me the importance of being “True and Right” to  Rot who said “ It 

is forgivable to court foolishness but never to  marry ignorance”  to The One  whom I have come to know and see 

as the perfect example of “Tenacity of purpose” to every single one of you striving to make the not -too -distant future 

deliver the sacrifices of today in returns of gold coins, affluence and influence; in the timely words of  Apostle Joshua 

Selman, “we shall all be great and the beautiful part is we will all know ourselves.” – Energie 

 

Aristo – noun  

(slang, Nigeria) A wealthy man, especially married, who has sexual affairs with much younger women and spends 

money on them. 

 



 

 

WHY YOU SHOULD READ THIS BOOK 
  

If: 

You are a young woman/ man who is in search for purpose, desires to live an outstanding life and still create time for 

friends and family. 

You dream of building an incomparable personality… almost like Super Man. 

 You are glamorous or handsome online but broke, worn-out, and down in the dumps in real life. 

You have been cheated and abused, or gone through a painful separation. 

You want to affect lives around the globe but you are at a loss as to where to start from. 

You are trying to understand faith-related issues and need to draw strength from heaven and within you, this book 

is for you. 

 

 

 

 

  



CHAPTER 1: WHAT YOUR #MCM OR #WCM NEVER TOLD YOU 
Her makeup is on flick, 

Her selfies are awesome. 

She walks like a diva 

But her head is empty. 

Now that you know my story, I can safely tell you “Aristo ain’t coming” nor is your “Man Crush Monday” ever going 

to sing that poem for you... he is not that honest; until it is time to make a decision about his future. Oh, did I break 

your heart? Read on. 

Your Man crush Monday is too busy. He is totally lost, wondering why the-girl-next-door won’t take a break, and 

for even a sec try to acknowledge his existence (oh, his broke existence). Does she care? No, she is too wrapped up 

in building a life. So, you should excuse my ruthlessness. 

Still, you have to admit, this prized time we (I mean YOU) keep spending on Instagram and Snapchat, cracking your 

fingers and waiting nervously for shallow likes –like Lagos’ down-and-out citizens– won’t bring some Naira your 

way. Bae, I hope this died with 2017. 

So, let me serve it to you cold… 

What I’m saying is, if you must “Snapchat” or “Instagram”, then your finances, relationships and life in general 

should at least look as posh and ‘fleeky’ as your filtered photos. 

Hanty, before you vex sha, and just in case you somehow meandered your way out of doing this in 2017, here are 

the top five books you should consider starting 2018 with. At least your mind should be slaying like your selfies, 

too. Sweetie, there’s no going AWOL on this one. In this New Year, you must change your ways. 

Ouch! That sounds preachy, but who cares. Please, we cannot come and be going without you. Hop on, put on the 

seat belt, and enjoy the ride. Are you ready? 

At No. 1 is our ultimate recommendation… Wait for it! 

 

  



FIVE BOOKS YOU SHOULD CONSIDER READING IN 2018 

1. THE SMART MONEY WOMAN BY ARESE UGWU 

Sisturrrrr! This one is for you, if you are broke or tired of being broke at intervals like a pencil. This is also for you if 
you always end up with a super-headache when investment, stocks, bonds, treasury bills and multiple streams of 
income are mentioned. 
 
You should know the ideal Prince Charming is not coming anytime soon – not when you are looking like he’s going 
to end up as your meal ticket. See, men are evolving like technology; you need to “up your game,” if you desire the 
very best. Add value to your life and watch the suitors queue up my darling. Then the power to choose will be in 
your hands. 
 
And hey! Boo, just in case you are scared of being asked money for recharge card and Brazilian or Peruvian hair; 
dude, buy or download this one for Bae. Boo that cannot educate Bae financially, is that one Boo? (No, that one is a 
booboo!)Kole werk in 2018! Gbam! 
 

2. THE CONFIDENT WOMAN BY JOYCE MEYER 
 
Girls, this one is for you if you cannot stand straight, shoulders high, and look them in the eye; or you feel like the 
runt of the litter or are trying to repair a damaged self-esteem. In 2018, you ought to muster and gather all the 
confidence you need. 
 
Bro, if Bae cannot compose herself before an audience, do something about it. Don’t sit there –legs crossed, arms 
folded–, acting like its fine. Take action, epp her upgrade to version 10.0 on the confidence scale. Buy the book, not 
every time shawarma. 
 

3. REFLECTIONS OF A MAN BY MR. AMARI SOUL 
 
Ahhh…this one is important. Somebody did all the snooping around for us; both into the mazy nook and cranny 
called the heart of a man and the unreachable summit of the thoughts of men. If you think you know Boo, wait until 
you read about him in this book. 
 
Boo, be kind to Bae. Do you like how she is cracking her head like coconut just to understand you? Please, let 2018 
be her year of rest. Buy her this book. Code your woman, you get? 
 

4. OUTLIERS BY MALCOLM GLADWELL 
 
Do you know that everyone is built for success? Well, if you do, this book helps you identify the ways you may have 
shortchanged yourself on your upward climb up the ladder of success. Besides, it teaches you how to set up a child 
for success. Break the circle, that you did not go far should not also spell doom for your child. 
 

5. AN ENEMY CALLED AVERAGE BY JOHN MASON 
 
You should be familiar with these entire half-hearted attempts at growth. Well, I’ve got to say, let it go with the 
passing year. Grow up! Ditch the old habits, settle for new ones and remember it is important you sharpen skills, 
develop potentials and package yourself. Talent is good but in its raw form, it can bring you no reward. Madam, 
light that fire and cook your-self. 
 
Disclaimer: Cook yourself with books, not fuel; because there’s fuel scarcity right now. 
 



CHAPTER 2: WHAT YOU NEED: YOUR BATTLE KIT 
“One day you will wake up in the middle of the night and realize who or (what) you chose was the key to the 

next phase of your everything.” – Ocholi Okutekpa 

It is 2018 already! Such a promising year, isn’t it? But we cannot  so quickly forget all that happened in the passing 

year; from jaw -dropping technological advancements to the “baddest” fuel scarcity ever being experienced all over 

the country. I will have to give it up for Nigerians at this point. We sure know how to make lemonade out of sour 

lemons. And then taste and sip it like champagne. Naija for life! 

The big question, however, lies in how you feel…satisfied? Fulfilled? Disappointed? Depending on how you drank your 

own lemonade and rolled with it from January to December, your answer may fall into any of these categories. 

Perhaps you set unrealistic targets at the start of this year and you are just realizing the power of being SMART 

(Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic, and Time-targeted), especially when it comes to setting goals or you were 

like the proverbial sluggard who slept and slumbered instead of learning diligence from the ants. 

Ants! 
That would be a story for another day, before my imaginations run wild, roving into a world of needle sharp 

precision, rainy day savings, commendable organization and discipline –habits and attitudes– your #mcm or 

#wcw need to sit and practice until they become the picture perfect definition of a deliberate and purpose driven 

individual. Whew! That was long. 

Anyways, here at Black Safaya, we believe in second chances (as long as they do not translate into a Second 

Chance Syndrome) and so to round up the year, we decided to gather the lessons our women and the men who love 

them had learnt  in 2017 –lessons  that would sure come in handy in 2018. You know what our elders say nau, 

“Weekend wey go better, na from Wednesday we dey know”. 

Keywords: SMART Goals, Relationships, Health, Finances, Spirituality,   
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DID YOU KNOW? 

IF YOU DON’T FIND A WAY TO EARN WHILE YOU SLEEP, YOU WILL WORK TILL YOU DIE. - WARREN BUFFET 

Ok! As the classy individual that you are, let us review the things you need to set in place now that the New Year 

has happened on you. 

Relationships: Because every individual in your life is either there for a reason or lesson. 

Health: Because you need this body to function well, if you are to live, love and laugh in this life. 

Finances: Because the destruction of the poor is in their poverty. Choose your vanity wella. 

Mental Development: Because in 2018, we do not know you are beautiful until you have opened your mouth and we 

have heard you speak. 

Spirituality: Because juju is as real as the favour of the Lord. 

 

THINGS YOU OUGHT TO HAVE 

A money journal/ Jot Book: To track your spending and where all your money goes; even the amount going to 

your village pipo (people). 

A reading partner/ Accountability Structure: To track your progress and hold you accountable. 

Another journal/: To write down specific goals in clear, precise and executable steps. 

A Mentor (s): To help you sharpen your skills, develop razor-sharp skills and gifts you have stored up inside of 

you. FIND A MENTOR FOR EVERY AREA YOU NEED TO DEVELOP AND FOLLOW. 

Tenacity of purpose: Your best bet out of a life of mediocrity. 

HOW TO HAVE THEM 

Sit with your partner/ accountability structure or friend and discuss the areas you both need help. I would suggest 

someone you trust and are comfortable sharing gory details with. Discuss the problem(s), pick out books, or find a 

solution in the resource list at the end of this book. Remind yourselves of the need to be “future-conscious” and 

regularly commit to seeing the changes effected. Tell your neighbour, “Show me your friend...” 



CHAPTER 3: DEEP WATERS, SHALLOW HEARTS 
“…Stop diving into shallow people expecting a deep relationship.” 

You know what they say about relationships, right? You are the average of the four people you spend the most of 

your time with.  Again, “your network is your net-worth.” Don’t be an eagle flanking with chickens; the best you can 

do is wake the neighbours up in the morning. Now, that’s not the kind of life you wish to live, is it? Ensure you are 

always around people who add value to your life. 

Keywords: Time Management, Value, Network, Net worth, People Skills, Genuine Love 

WHAT WE LEARNED ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS… NO ROAD IS LONG WITH GOOD 

COMPANY 

EMEKA NOBIS; Coach, writer, speaker. 

 Author, So you call yourself a writer, Addicted to writing, Mad men speak revelations and others. 

 

1. Abraham Audu 

The arm of flesh will and must fail you. Invest in people but don’t make them your bank. 

 

2. Olalekan Trueson Oshaji 

I've enjoyed undeserved favours and honours in this year. Building good relationships can never be 

overemphasized. I've learnt that you go fast alone but you go far with others. One thing I’m most grateful for 

in 2017 is relationships. 

 

3. Emmanuel Oda 

People over things.... at the close of last year I met one Michael Audu through a friend. Fast forward one year 

later I had learnt so much and transformed so much by consistent learning that my former self bemuses me. It 



started with meeting that guy, Money could not have done that but relationship did. I will never forget that! I 

learnt the value of relationships. 

 

4. Ojone Akubo 

“I learnt to discern graces and honour them genuinely; Marcs C. Okalor would say “Grace Packer! “” 

 

5. Damilola Agoro 

“I've learnt that what you think really matter, does not after all...what is important is doing the right things 

for the right reasons with the right frame and state of heart.. I also learnt to value people. They aid you and 

make what would have otherwise been difficult easier.” 

 

6. Lenti Smile Philemon 
I learnt on the power of relationship and what makes one relevant. 

 

 

HOW TO SWIM WITH “DEEP” PEOPLE 

Anyone who is diligently and LEGALLY working on their finances, relationships, and spirituality so as to improve 

the quality of their life is deep. Find them, sift them, choose a handful and pursue after them.  Write their names 

down and constantly remind yourself that ten years from now; you’d either beg them for money or attend the same 

millionaire conferences with them.  



CHAPTER 4: LOVE AND OTHER FOUR -LETTERED WORDS 
“Love is a verb…it is an action, doing kind of feeling” – Ene Elizabeth Adeka 

Psychologists have proven that “the highest psychological need of any individual is the need to feel loved, 

valued and appreciated.” But before then, Bae… we are of the opinion that he'd call back more if you looked more 

like an invaluable asset to his future than a liability. In 2018, #ImproveYou, focus on loving children and spending 

more time with them. You plan to have some too after all right? Well, get to work! 

Dearest Boo, you did not think there for a minute that I was going to let you off the hook, did you? Kole werk! This 

new year, don't allow impatience and glamour make you settle for empty but curved vessels; jars of clay with no 

treasure inside. The world still has intelligent, God -fearing & beautiful babes, #SelectivelyDate. 

Finally, do not withhold a compliment well deserved, a love rightly earned or honour which is due from anyone 

this 2018.  

Keywords: Compliments, Love, Value, Honour, Appreciation,  

WHAT WE LEARNED ON LOVE… IT SURE MAKES THE WORLD GO ROUND 

7. Sharon Takim 

“I learned about the cost of obedience, and that love is all about Sacrifice. Don't say you love God if you don't 

mean it, because you will be called upon to defend it. 

 

8. Lucy onuh 

“I learnt love, a love that is unconditional and does not compel people to love back, love that requires no 

reason but yet very genuine. Love that reaches out far more than any word preached.” 

 

9. Grace Christos Abubakar 

This year, I learnt how to genuinely love people. I discovered that increased knowledge and understanding 

exposes the flaws and frailty of men. In order not to be puffed up with knowledge, judge everything and every 

man through the lens of love. That is the only way to perceive rightly, and see God in every man. 

 

10. Linson Abah 

This year, I've learned two important lessons: People don't need us to promise them big things, like "heaven 

and earth. Rather, they need us to do the little things we can right now; maybe something as simple as a hug. 

If you don't take charge of your life, someone else will do it for you. 

 

11. Fumen Jay 

I learnt to love myself, treat myself how I want to be treated by other people and how I would treat someone I 

respect. I made myself more valuable to me intentionally. I'm still learning to see myself how God (my father) 

sees me though. 

 

 

HOW TO LOVE…NO, NOT THAT WEEZY SONG 

There is no hard and fast rule here…however be sure to keep your pants on and your heart under lock and key 

until you are ready. If you know, you know. Then again, what or whosoever is true, pure, honest, noble, right, 

admirable, and excellent, love up these ones. 



 

CHAPTER 5: MIND YOUR MONEY 
“Don’t tell me your value, show me your budget and I’ll tell you what you value.” – Joe Biden 

We know you have been told that minding your business requires no capital at all. However, we have never quite 

understood why people who are excellent at minding their business have absolutely little or no interest in minding 

their money. The saying, “A penny for your thoughts”, has never been as completely true as it is now. Indeed, the 

world only pays and rewards thinkers now. It is important you begin to mind your mind so it can in turn, mind 

your money for you. 

Keywords: Financial Intelligence, Savings, Investments, Debts, Credits, Delayed Gratification, Value 

WHAT WE LEARNED ABOUT MONEY… KNOW YOUR WORTH AND THE ADD TAX 

12. Michael Audu 

"Money is just paper, the real value is people". #TweetThat! 

 

13. Jimmy J. Idoko 

Understanding…no matter how long it takes to acquire it, working smart is better than just working hard. I 

learnt to be precise; every door has a key. 

 

14. Mark Angelus King 

This year strengthened a ton of knowledge that had existed in my head. I learned to seek the beauty in action 

and to be comfortable by the surprise fruit it brings. 2017 opened my eyes to opportunity and the need to 

recognize the gifts around me. 

 

15. Ishaya Ribah 

I learned that for you to get out of trouble, you must get into trouble. (never settle for an average goal...exceed 

your goals) by my business mentor in the person of Dr. Ubong King....I was shocked the first time he accepted 

me as his mentee, a very humble man. 

 

16. Lamija Busayo 

“Always try new things and invest in passion. If you invest tenaciously enough, it will certainly yield fruits.” 

 

17. Oladipo “Deepsea” Babalola 

“As Christians, despite the fact that we have an edge over people, we still have to WORK for it because nothing 

will fall on our laps easily. So, work! Work! Work! Man needs to work and be prudent…miracle money is a 

façade.” 

 

REMEMBER, THE MILLIONAIRE NEXT DOOR IS SITTING IN YOUR MIND. 

 

  



HOW TO MAKE THE DOLAPOS…NOT EVERY TIME NAIRA 

Hidden in your problem-solving abilities are large pockets of wealth. 

Step 1: Identify problems you can solve by taking inventory of tasks you do effortlessly or that you can spend all 

day doing without squeezing your face.  

Step 2: Get interested in your finances, get financial intelligence (see resource list for help). 

Step 3: Package the value you are offering in a drop dead gorgeous manner and… 

Step 4: Advertise their problems and sell them your solutions. 

Flee from: 

1. Anyone who says to you in a condescending manner, “Even you ma have joined #FinancialIntelligenceGang? 

Ehnnn!” They are bad company and no good for the future except if of course they have your start -up capital in their 

pockets. If this is the case, then you must go back to the drawing board – in you lies the fault. 

2. Bae or Boo, Homie or friend that only collects but does not ask why, how, when or where the money that finances 

and will finance the future comes or will come.  They are the work of your village people. Let that MANgo...bad fruit, I 

tell you. 

SAVE TO SLAY 
With these apps, you can begin to save as low as 1k monthly from any part of the world…just make sure it is a fixed 

deposit. 

 Diamond Bank  App Esusu savings plan 

 Piggybank App (www.piggybank.ng) – your savings are securely held with UBA and you can withdraw 

your funds once you reach your end date. 

 

  

http://www.piggybank.ng/


CHAPTER 6: EARTHLY RELEVANT, HEAVEN CONSCIOUS 
“I sought to hear the voice of God and climbed the topmost steeple but God DECLARED: “Go down again – I 

dwell among the people.”– John Henry Newman 

In the face of lingering problems, social injustice and humans’ gone haywire, we often are tempted to ask the 

questions that reside in the deepest recesses of our mind, those dark corners that are yet to see the light. At such 

moments, we often would throw our hands up or throw in the towel while we whisper or scream, “Where is God 

and why does He not show up in the nick of time?!”  Other times, we have it all smooth like freshly churned butter 

and true to our nature, we forget that the One whom we only just recently blamed for being so ‘insensitive” to time 

despite the fact that eternity resides in Him. In moments of weakness, vulnerability or pain, it is important we 

remember that although God is no German, He is always on time! Moreover, you can always talk to someone! 

Keyword: God  

WHAT WE LEARNED ABOUT GOD…HE’S EVERYWHERE YOU GO – LIKE MTN 

18. Praise Kemi Dairo 

“The Holy Spirit is indeed the best friend a person can ever have.”  

 

19. Sir-Don Amos E 

“When God gives Vision, He accompanies it with the Provision to accomplish the Task." Typical example is the 

MentorshipEmpireSpur event we held this year, the larger chunk of finances we used for that event came in 

from outside the Country. Great and faithful God...” 

 

20. Chioma Praisel Ajike 

“I learnt to trust God for everything and anything in life because He has given me ALL THINGS.” (ROM.8:31-

32,1Cor 3:21) 

 

21. Princess Mimi 

“I learnt what TRUST is....God stretched me in many ways. I also learnt to be careful about when I give out 

words. When you say valuable stuffs to people who aren't matured enough to run with it, they take those 

words for levity. I've seen grace in its realness and I've learnt to wait.” 

 

22. Fumen Jay 

“I learnt that most of what I need to become the person I dream to become is inside me. The other things I need 

are God with me, mentors and self-confidence.” 

 

23. Leo 

“I learnt that the Holy Spirit is not a snob or one that holds malice.” 

 

24. Dorcas Shagba 

“I learnt the importance of the company of believers. It is where the will of God dwells!” 

 

25. John Mikky 

“I learnt among many other things that God will never leave Himself without a witness in our lives. When 

everything or many things are not going on well, there is always something to be grateful to God for. And for 

those that love Him, all things may not be good but they are definitely working together for their good. God is 

good and His Mercy (I actually wonder y it is in singular form) endures forever.” 



 

26. Shuaibu Oshiolene 

“I learnt to always give thanks and praise to The One and Only God because with that he'll give you more than 

you can ever imagine. What I least expected to happen always happens at its perfect and sometimes most 

unexpected time. 

“And your Lord made it known: if you're grateful, I would certainly give you more..."(Qur'an 14:7)”. 

 

27. Gbenga Zaccheus 

“The journey of the believer is the journey out of self-awareness; a point where you do things and tell yourself 

“that couldn’t have been me.” It is that point where He has worked His character perfectly into you that they 

cannot remember who they say you were.” 

 

GOD IS IN THE SMALL STUFF TOO! 

  



GOD…THE GAME CHANGER 

You cannot teach a man how to find God…you can however, teach him to find God.  

Look for Him in the innocent smile of a child. 

Find Him on the pages of the book. 

See an expression of His love in everything you love 

Search for him in a company of fellow God-chasers 

Run after Him with all your heart, strength and soul 

And wait for when He’d make a grand appearance…He always does.  

  



CHAPTER 7: BELIEVE IN YOUR SELFIE 
“Change is inevitable, growth is optional.” – John C. Maxwell 

To go up, you must be willing to stretch YOURSELF and be stretched in all directions. Opportunities most times 

come dressed as work or challenges…your duty is to see beyond the façade and find your vein of gold beneath the 

layers of hard earth. Develop that business idea, set goals and achieve them(see resource list for help ).Those 

who keep digging are the ones who naturally strike gold. Don’t run away from challenges, proudly bear those scars, 

and sit with the pain until you birth a story or a product. Remember, you can lead the way, follow or get out of the 

way. Become that exceptional leader we see in you. 

Keywords: Opportunity, Pain, Challenges, Exceptional Leader, Vision, Goal Setting 

 

WHAT WE LEARNED ABOUT PAIN, CHALLENGES, PERSONAL GROWTH AND 

MORE…THEY ALWAYS COME MAGNIFIED, BURST THE BUBBLE 

28. Valentine “Brainbox” Ogunaka – Author, “I Am Not a Failed Dream” 

“I learnt not to wait for sponsors to help me achieve my dreams. “ 

 

29. 27. Ik Chime 

“After going through a pretty challenging period at the beginning of the year, I discovered I had grown and 

become a better person as a result. Now, with my threshold increased, I've come to realize the value of 

pressure, and that problems can be good...also that a certain level of stress is necessary for a healthy life.” 

 

30. Thomas Tunde 

“I learnt never to give up on my goals in life, just do all that is required of you even if the results coming aren’t 

commensurate with the effort you've put in, at an appropriate time it would surely come to pass.” 

 

31. Anuoluwapo Mercy Thomas 

“The key to being a 'real' blessing in life is to be 'anointed'. The anointing empowers you and prospers the 

work of your hands. If we must make global impact then we must sustain communion with Him in the secret 

place.” 

 

32. Joyce Olanma Egbe 

“I have learnt the value of being anointed, I have learnt the immeasurable pleasure of seeing God move freely 

through you, and I have learnt the beauty embedded in being supernatural...” 

 

33. Praise Kemi Dairo 

“I learnt to discard the garment of 'what will people say.” I also learnt that mistakes and setbacks do not 

define me... My response does. Finally, I learnt to appreciate people's uniqueness.  



34. Fumen Jay 

“Most of what I need to become the person I dream to become is inside me. The other things I need are God 

with me, mentors and self-confidence. .I also learnt to live every precious micro-second of my life doing what I 

am convinced I should do and to do it because God approved it.” 

 

35. Lauretta Okalor 

“I've learnt this year to value my pain because God has a reason for everything that happens to us. In our pain 

lies valuable lessons for our next level, at least, someone needs our story to be strengthened.” 

 

36. Abygel Henry 

“I've learnt patience is really a virtue, I've learnt good judgment, I've learnt a lot.” 

 

37. Emmanuel Henry 

“No doubt, over the year. I have learnt about the mantle of leadership, been the active agent of your own 

change seems to be significant as I push forward in life.” 

 

38. Rachael Rignan Yarling 

“Being nice is not enough, the decisions I make will determine everything.” 

 

39. Bologi Krystie Alli 

“When you walk in purpose, God deliver all you need and open doors and opportunities…it is your 

responsibility to build yourself in the area, read, be mentored, learn, grow and watch. God ain’t gon come 

down and do all those for you.” 

 

40. Mrs. Ojochide John Wasiu 

“Worry is a dark room where NEGATIVES are formed.” 

 

41. Solomon Idenyi 

“I learnt the power of decision.” 

 

42. Tologbonse Itunu 

“I have learnt the value of self…so value you and this starts by believing in that which He has kept in you. Also, 

our pains are steps to progress if we don’t dwell on them but look for ways through them.” 

 

43. Josiah Nwobodo 

I learnt among many other things the power of PRONOUNCED IDENTITY…the most dominant definition you 

have about yourself is what you will live out. 

 

44. Gozhye Nelson 

“2017 is a year I will not forget in a hurry. I gained knowledge that would last me a lifetime. I learnt the 

importance of loyalty and friendship. I learnt that if you do not take yourself off your couch and do something 

productive with your time, no amount of motivational talks you listen to or Ted talks you watch will bring you 

what you seek to achieve. This year, I learnt that “what will be” will NOT BE, unless you put in the efforts to 

make it be. So with this, I made the move to put myself out there and work for something I wanted to happen 

for me, and even though it didn’t work out, I’m satisfied that I won’t live with the regret of “what if I had tried 

harder” because I fought on my knees, I fought with my tears and I fought with my actions. 2017, taught me 

how to be grateful in anything and in everything. I am someone who loves to control how things happen in my 

life, but in this year, I have learnt that sometimes you just need to take some steps back and watch things 



happen by themselves, because the more you try to control them, the more they go out of your control and the 

end result is a frustrated, confused and devastated you.” 

 

45. Bobby Young – arney 

“I learnt that building the right relationships is a life asset.” 

 

46. Culinary Paul 

“One profound lesson on love is LOVE is what you make of it! It is endless.” 

 

47. Paul “Lazywrita” Anderson; Writer, Power-Blogger and Social Media Influencer (Naija’s Top 100). 

“I just learnt to go for my goals and let my achievements speak for themselves rather than announce them 

myself.” 

 

 

 

 

WISDOM IS NOT A FUNCTION OF GREY HAIRS 

  

Lazywrita.com 



CHAPTER 8: THE AFRICAN GENTLEMAN 
“He could be a “good man” and still not be the “right man” for you.” – Mr Amari Soul, Reflections of a Man 

 
Do you remember the boy who stole your sleep? Your first teenage love affair, perhaps? He’s your typical fine boy… 

tall and handsome, eyes that can melt butter and lines that make even the most crooked of paths straight. The 

African gentleman is that man who is not afraid of complimenting the women in his life, he is passionate about 

equal opportunities for them, he believes in their dreams and he absolutely is no bum. His future is so bright; it can 

blind your eyes. Chisos! An African gentleman is one who is not afraid of tackling his finances, seeking the needed 

help or carrying the women in his life on his journey to the wealthy place. He is the Boo who teaches Bae how to 

slay, save and shock people with success. 

This year’s gentleman is a photographer, model, rapper, song writer and cook – at least I have seen the food on 

WhatsApp status updates. The boy fine die! And can easily pass for a “virtuous man.” But do not be fooled as those 

innocent looks hold a thousand stories and each word is pregnant with a thousand others, waiting for the perfect 

opportunity and just the right amount of motivation to deliver. When he writes about love, he makes us question if 

we really have seen, tasted and handled this feeling.  True to type, I asked a simple question and he wrote an 

article. This year’s SAFAYA’S AFRICAN GENTLEMAN AWARD goes to Leo Makokolee Owan and a chapter has 

been dedicated to “His Royal Highness, Ezenwa of hopeless romantics and patron saint of Mushy Feelings.” His 

words are deep and hold so much truth… 

 

  



WHAT LEO MAKOKOLEE OWAN LEARNED IN 2017 
 

 

1. I learnt how to say no and not feel bad about it. 

2. I learnt how to cherish moments, how to stand and try capture that person's face, or smile, or smell or place or 

feeling and save it somewhere safe. 

3. I learnt how to re - let people go when you try to reach out and they've already burnt the bridge. 

4. I learnt how to love myself and put myself first after giving it a long thought when it comes to certain 

situations. 

5. I learnt that the Holy Spirit is not a snob or one that holds malice. 

6. I learnt not to care about what people think about me as long as I've been thoroughly checked by myself and 

loved ones that I'm doing the right thing. 

7.  I learnt not to be a mumu and tell a girl "I love you" in a hurry because she made me burn my soup due to 

WhatsApp chat and long glances at her photos. 

8. I learnt how to be quiet and how to listen and how to reply without saying a word. 

9. I learnt how to be a friend and know who to call a friend. 

10. I learnt that, sometimes, peace is when someone or something says goodbye. 

11. I learnt that body no be wood, so I can't fit judge anyone. 

12. I learn how to save and how to plan for rainy days. 

13. I learnt how to live below my earnings and plan above my expectations. #SAYAFAMONEY LESSONS! 

14. HE CONTINUES… 

15. I learnt how to give and how to FORGIVE. God!!! I actually forgave my father after how many years. 



16. I learnt that I'm human and I have the tendency to fall hand every now and then, and that's alright if I learn 

from these mistakes. 

17. I learnt how to love a girl from a far, I learnt how to imagine a future with her and I learnt how to be a better 

friend, and lover. 

18. I learnt that I'm in no competition with anyone and my story isn't determined by how late I arrived or how 

early I arrived. 

19. I learnt to cherish real people and be open to like-minds (even if I'm Nigerian). 

20. I learn to trust God and just let him do his thing. 

21. I learnt that life waits for no one and you have to forget about some people sometimes, leave them and bring 

your own dreams to life. 

22. I learnt that who you call a friend will never cheat you on purpose. 

23. I learnt how to woo a woman (at least, I can woo a 6months old baby into smiling) 

24. I learnt the meaning of these words "I love you" 

25. I learnt its above looks, habits or position. 

26. I learn to help intelligently and to love blindly. 

27. I learnt, amidst typing this, that, bread and akara is underestimated - or maybe I'm just tired after a hard 

day's work that taught me that most times, you need to spend money to gain money. 

 

REMEMBER, CERTAIN VULNERABILITY IS ALWAYS REQUIRED IN LOVE. 

  



CHAPTER 9. RESOURCE LIST 
The Answers to Your Problems 

TO GROW YOUR FINANCES, DISCOVER YOUR UNIQUE VALUE AND MAKE IMPACT 

1. Millionaire Mindset Audit by Olufukeji “Ejimi” Adegbeye, Founder, The Profitable Investor Network 

(Facebook) 

 

2. Emeka Nobis, Writer, Coach and Speaker 

www.emekanobis.com 

 

3. School Of Ministry Eternity Network International (E.N.I) 

 

4. Books by Robert T. Kiyosaki, John C. Maxwell, Warren Buffet, Matthew Ashimolowo, Sam Adeyemi and 

Olumide Emmannuel. 

 

5. Kwest Iver(Facebook) 

 

TO BUILD YOUR BUSINESS IDEA(S)/ENHANCE PRODUCTIVITY 

6. Michael Audu- Business Systems Expert, Architect and Founder, High Performers Network.  

audumichael100@gmail.com 

 

7. Abraham Audu  

8. abraham.audu.96@gmail.com 

 

9. Victor Ekpo Bassey, Founder Better Man Mastermind 

 

10. John B. Obidi, Founder, SmartBcamp Business Community (Facebook) 

www.smartBcamp.com 

 

FOR BLOGGERS/ SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETERS 

AlchemyPro Group (Facebook) 

Emmanuel Oda (Facebook) 

 

 

FOR BAE AND BOO 

11. Hubby and Wifey Checklist by Ocholi and Julia Okutepa 

12. Relationships and Marriage ( Facebook) 

13. All books on the topic by Dr. Myles Munroe 

14. Boundaries in Dating by Henry Cloud 

15. God is a Matchmaker by Derek Prince 

16. Boy Meets Girl : Say Hello to Courtship by Joshua Harris 

17. The Five Love Languages: Singles by Gary Chapman 

http://www.emekanobis.com/
file:///C:/Users/Ene/Documents/BOOKS/www.emekanobis.com
mailto:audumichael100@gmail.com
mailto:abraham.audu.96@gmail.com
http://www.smartbcamp.com/
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18. Men are from Mars, Women are from Venus by John Gray PhD. 

19. Love and Respect by Emmerson Eggerichs 

20. He’s Just Not That Into You by Greg Behrendt 

21. Sex Is Not a Problem (Lust Is) by Joshua Harris 



PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

19. People’s skills: How to assert yourself, listen by Robert Bolton 

20. How to win friends and influence people by Dale Carnegie 

21. Approval Addiction: Overcoming Your Need by Joyce Meyer 

22. Please Understand Me by Marilyn Bates 

23. Becoming a Person of Influence by John C. Maxwell 

24. Etiquette by Emily Post 

25. Before You Do: Making Great Decisions That You Won’t Regret by T.D Jakes 

 

FREELANCE WRITING SERVICES/ SOCIAL MEDIA INFLUENCERS 

Anderson “Lazywrita” Paul a.k.a Damisa – www.lazywritablog.com 

Safaya Writers: www.blacksafaya.com 

Linson Abah – Safaya Parenting 

Lamija Busayo – Safaya Money 

Grace Akowe – Safaya Parenting 

Gozie Nelson – Safaya Care 

Ene Elizabeth Adeka – Safaya Romance / Safaya Uncategorized 

 Lazywritablog.com 
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THE SILENT ONES 

My fathers, Apostle Joshua Selman Nimmak for the gift of mentorship, access and the class of SOM 2017A and 

Pastor Chingtok Ishaku (Daddo) for breaking fallow grounds, and seeing every one that has come your way as an 

earthen vessel made for glory.  

B.Sc. Chemistry, for showing me who exactly I was not. 

My family, for understanding all the years spent in school and never for once questioning my ways. 

Dr. and Dr. Mrs. Ben Yetu…for patiently allowing me sit on the fence and catching me when the walls gave way. 

Architect David Adah Ichima, for always handing me back my pen and hope whenever I threw them away in 

frustration and for always reminding me to see beyond Facebook Likes and Comments. 

Koinonia (E.N.I) and the Godlife Assembly…for uncovering gifts I never knew I had and spiritual growth. 

SOM Class of 2017…for love, fellowship and oneness of heart. 

Barrister Ocholi and Aunt Julia Okutekpa, for letting me into your hearts, home and love story. 

Mrs. Semwa Madaki and Mrs. Hope Mari Adegbeye…your homes inspire me. 

Original Ife a.k.a Gbenga Zaccheus – the one who makes my foolishness known to me in no subtle manner. You are 

wise. 

Ayoola Adefila, Basil Mbah, Esther Obebe and Nze Pauline…for the chemical years of my life. 

Prolyfiq Mike and the entire REVAMP and MANGER team for love, support, encouragement. 

MY PRECIOUS FIFTY PEOPLE! I thought I was collecting answers for articles…look what you’ve done for me. 

THANK YOU FOR PAUSING TO COMMENT ON THE POST. 

Linson Abah, who started out as one of my students last year but who majorly edited and proofread this book. 

Your commitment, dedication and growth have challenged even me. 

Isaac Abah who gave me an ultimatum and called almost every day to see if I had finally decided to write a book. 

Grace Christos Abubakar, who did a last minute critique and review of the book. You have an eye for detail, a 

mighty streak of honesty and an alien intelligence. You “wow” me. Follow her. 

Emmanuel Oda who sorted out my Mail Chimp and is the reason why we have a download link. 

Gold, Binta, Nurry and Rot…awesome women, wife materials. You have taught me so many things. 

The Safaya Family; from Terry to my very own team of writers who have surprised and made me proud in so 

short a time.  

Dara…for teaching me “Tenacity of purpose” in so short a while, with no words spoken. 

YOU….because you deserve every bit of love, happiness and comfort needed to ace 2018. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
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ENE ELIZABETH ADEKA is a Nigerian freelance writer with over five years of creative writing experience. She 

provides ghost writing, coaching, proofreading and editing services. She has written hundreds of SEO articles for 

blogs across the globe, and published a number of books (ghostwriting) for independent authors and 

organizations. An avid lover of poetry, Ene spends her leisure time writing free verses or speaking to youths about 

the importance of the pursuit of purpose. Ene is passionate about the African child and in 2016, her Flash Fiction 

Project, “Abandoned” was nominated in the Etisalat Prize for Flash Fiction. To write that story, biography, article, 

proofread your business proposal or gift your business products an excellent product description, contact her at 

blacksafaya@gmail.com 

Learn more about Ene and Safaya Writers at www.blacksafaya.com 

Get monthly interviews and free resources with leading professionals or outstanding millenials to learn more 

about writing, publishing and finding purpose here. 

ONE LAST THING 

If you enjoyed this book or found it useful I’d be very grateful if you’d post a short review on our Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/blacksafaya/  or on the blog. Your support really does make a difference and I read all 

the reviews personally so I can get your feedback and make the next book even better. 

If you’d like to leave a review then all you need to do is click the review link here: 

https://www.facebook.com/blacksafaya/ 

Thanks again for your support 
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